Rodenticide Registrants Task Force

RRTF

Bergeson & Campbell, P.C.
1203 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 300

Washington, D.C. 20036-2401
Tel: (202) 557-3800

Fax: (202) 557-3836

December 20, 2006

Via E-Mail

The Honorable James B. Gulliford

Assistant Administrator

Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Substances
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

MC: 7101M

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460

Re:  Rodenticide Registrants Task Force

Dear Mr. Gulliford:

On behalf of the Rodenticide Registrants Task Force (RRTF), I wish to thank you
for the opportunity to meet with you and your staff on December 13, 2006, to discuss the
- RRTF’s proposed voluntary stewardship measures, as well as the U.S. Environmental Protection

" Agency’s (EPA) potential forthcoming risk mitigation steps. As I mentioned during the meeting,
the RRTF’s stewardship measures have advanced considerably in recent months. In our
meeting, we also discussed the work that was done to develop labeling that would be more
consumer friendly (simplified) to help consumers read the label and follow use directions.
Attached are examples of product labels that were developed to demonstrate how simplified
labeling might look once we received EPA approval to move forward. These examples compare
the current label with the simplified label (before & after). Importantly, we believe these label
enhancements, rooted in the excellent work of the Rodenticide Stakeholders Workgroup, would
largely address EPA’s concerns with rodenticides. The RRTF is also prepared to work
expeditiously with EPA to develop the other key elements of the RRTF’s stewardship measures.

The RRTF remains, however, steadfastly opposed to any requirement mandating
bait boxes for consumer uses of rodenticides. As discussed during our meeting, bait boxes have
significant drawbacks, not the least of which are cost and availability. Any requirement
mandating the use of bait stations would effectively preclude consumer rat control because there
are no rat bait stations easily available to consumers for purchase. In addition, bait boxes do not
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preclude children from accessing bait. In fact, the large bait boxes may actually serve to attract
younger children, who mistake bait boxes for toys. For all the reasons discussed during our
recent meeting, we urge EPA to more carefully and comprehensively assess the likely impact of
what we understand is under consideration, particularly the impact on those public housing
communities that rely on readily accessible, inexpensive rodenticides to combat the growing
challenge of rodent control. The RRTF would welcome the opportunity to further discuss these
issues with you and your staff. While time did not allow us to more extensively discuss other
areas of identified concern regarding rodenticide use (for example, alleged impact on non-target
wildlife), I can assure you the RRTF remains open to further discussing these or any other
matters of interest to EPA with you or your staff.

Again, we thank you for the opportunity to meet with you, and hope you have a
pleasant holiday season.

Sincerely,
Tohn L. Hott
John L. Hott, Ph.D.
Chair

Attachments

cc: Susan B. Hazen (w/attachments) (via e-mail)

Margaret N. Schneider (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
. Teresa (Terry) R. Green (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
James J. Jones (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
Anne E. Lindsay (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
Debra F. Edwards, Ph.D. (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
Susan T. Lewis (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
Scott B. Garrison, Esquire (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
James V. Aidala (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
Rodenticide Registrants Task Force (w/attachments) (via e-mail)
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ACTIVE INGREDIENT:

Diphacinone {2-diphenylacetyl-1,3-

T E el 1T DU 8.005%

OTHER INGREDIENTS i, 29,8959,
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EPA Reg. No. 81282.8

EPA Est, No. 81282.W1-1

KEEP QUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
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Manufactured By:
Hacco, Inc.
P.O.Box 7180
Madison, Wi 53707

NET CONTENTS: 8x20z. (1 1b./454g.)
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Warfann Resistant House Mice and Warfarm Resistant Norway Rats.
DIRECTIONS FOR USE
Itis a violation of federal law to use this product in a manner inconsistent with its labeling
READ THIS ENTIRE LABEL. FOLLOWALL USE DIRECTIONS AND SAFETY INFORMATION.

[MPORTANT!
Place this product ut of the reach of children, pets and other animals!

Use this product only to control Norway rats, roof rats and house mice in and around
homes, apartments and similar residential bulldmgs

Baiting Directions

L. Clean up any spilled food or?a

2. Place baft oul of reach of children and pets in places where rodents or signs of
rodents-are seen. To find where rodents tive and travel, search for droppings,
urine stains, signs of gnawing, nests and burrows. Look for these signs in dark,
concealed areas, along walls and in comors. Do not place bait out in the open,
away from walls or other vertical structures.

3. Tokeep children or pets from getting to bait, place trays behind heavy appliances
and fumiture or inside focked cabinets or rooms where children and
pets cannot reach them, If bait cannot be placed out of the reach of children anc
pets, pface the bait in a locked, tamper-resistant bait station. Secure balt
stations if necessary to prevent iflage. {thd)

4. For house mice, use one tray per location/area. For Norway and roof rals, start
with one tray per location/area and add up to a maxnmum of four trays per
location/asea if you determine that there is a high level of rat activity at the location

5. Forbest results, leave trays undisturbed for at least two days. However, if contents
have been scatiered o mostly consumed sooner, replace trays.. Keep spilled bait
cleaned up. Check bait every two days, replacing trays as needed or until there are
no more signs of mice or rals. Trays not fed from for five consecutive days may
be relocated as needed. When there are no more signs of mice or rats, dispose of
frays as instructed on the side panei.

6. For complete control, continue baltmg for at ieast 15 days. If you are in an area
where you may get reinfestation from adjoining property, permanent bait
p!acggl‘:alm'; shouid be made. Permanent placements should be checked
pen

7. Do not place bait in areas where there is a possibility of contaminating food or

surfaces that come in contact with food.

Coflect and dispose of dead rodents properly.

To keep rats and mice away, clean up spilled food immediately and remove

garbage. Clean up areas where mice and rats may nest and breed.

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL
Product not baing used should be stored out of the reach of children and pets.
Store product not being used in the original, closed container in a cool, dry place.
Do not reuse container.
Wr'ap tlt:e used container or spilied and leftover product in newspaper and throw away
intras
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